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Many researches show that English teachers who teach English as a second 
language need to fit into their limited class time - grammar, vocabulary, speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing. Pronunciation often gets pushed to the bottom of the 
list. A lot of teachers say there’s just not enough time to teach pronunciation. 
Students often think it isn’t that important - after all, it won’t be tested on their 
college entrance exams! However, if students need or want to speak English 
understandably, pronunciation is important. The days when learners only needed 
reading and writing skills in English are past. Depending on where you teach, many 
or all of your students will need to speak and understand English in real life to 
communicate with both native speakers of English and speakers of other languages. 
Even if students’ grammar and vocabulary are strong, if their pronunciation isn’t easy 
to understand, their communication will fail. We owe it to our students to give them 
the tools they’ll need to be able to communicate successfully in English. 
Many teachers concur that they want their students can speak English with good 
pronunciation. But what does that mean? What is good pronunciation? One answer 
might be “sounding like a native speaker.” But this answer is problematic for a 
couple of reasons. First, it’s hard to define what “a native speaker” sounds like. There 
are so many varieties of English and so much variation within each type that it’s 
almost impossible to define that elusive “ideal” pronunciation. Trying to sound like a 
native speaker is like throwing a ball at a moving target - difficult, frustrating, and 
likely to fail. Another problem is that very few learners will ever be able to sound 
exactly like their preferred pronunciation model, no matter how hard or how long 
they try. This is especially true for adult learners and for those who don’t constantly 
hear English in their daily lives. Whatever the definition, speaking with nativelike 
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pronunciation is not an easy goal to reach. A more realistic goal, and one that more 
and more teachers and researchers recommend, is intelligible pronunciation-speaking 
in a way that most listeners, both native and nonnative speakers, can understand 
without too much effort or confusion. It’s not a bad thing if you can still tell that the 
speaker comes from a particular country or region, as long as the speaker can be 
easily understood by others. While it’s not practical to set our goal impossibly high, 
we also can’t afford to set it too low. It’s not helpful for students to become too 
complacent and to believe that their pronunciation is fine when, in fact, it may not be 
easily understood by anyone other than their own teacher and classmates. To be truly 
intelligible to a wide range of listeners, and not just to willing listeners of their own 
language background, speakers need to come fairly close to some kind of a 
recognized standard, whether it’s one of the major native-speaker varieties or a 
nonnative variety of pronunciation that is easily understood by listeners from many 
backgrounds. As responsible teachers, we must make sure we don’t set the bar too 
low. We should also realize that English teachers, both native and nonnative speakers, 
are often not the best judges of whether someone’s pronunciation is intelligible. 
Many English as a second language (ESL) or English as a foreign language (EFL) 
teachers can understand their students’ speech when people in the wider world can’t; 
in fact, it sometimes seems that we teachers can understand practically anything. 
We’re used to inaccurate pronunciation. We know what students are going through 
and how hard they’re trying. We’re on their side and want to understand them, while 
a future employer. 
So teachers must to know the followings in order to teach pronunciations for 
their ESL students: 
The first pronouncing sounds contains both our minds and our bodies. When 
you learn new sounds, you need to learn to move the muscles of your mouth in new 
ways and change the pronunciation habits you’ve built up all through your life. This 
isn’t easy, and like learning any other muscular activity, it takes a long time. Most 
people can’t learn to dance or to play a musical instrument immediately; they have to 
start out slowly, practice a lot, and gradually build up speed and skill. Your mouth 
also needs to build up muscle memory-the ability to do something more easily after 
practicing it many times. Your muscles begin to “remember” how to move in a 
certain way because they’ve done it so often. Teaching pronunciation also takes time. 
As teachers, we can’t just teach something once and expect our students to master it 
right away. We need to come back to the same point again and again, giving students 
lots of review and continued practice.  
The second we able to look through about “What do second language teachers 
teed to be aware?”  
- teaching pronunciation effectively, you need several types of knowledge:  
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- knowing the facts about pronunciation: How speakers’ mouths move when 
they produce the sounds of language, and how word stress, rhythm, connected speech, 
and intonation work.  
- knowing to understand and be able to predict the kinds of problems your 
students might have with pronunciation and why they happen.  
- knowing many ways to teach pronunciation to your students, adapting your 
methods to fit them and their needs, and helping them practice effectively to 
overcome any problems they might have  
- include more than just “repeat after me.” Having students listen to a recording 
or to the teacher’s voice and then repeat is a useful part of a pronunciation lesson, but 
by itself it is not enough. 
- encouraging students to use more than one of their senses, which is more 
effective anyway. We can use many different ways of learning-through sight, sound, 
and movement-to help students understand and remember better. 
- keeping lessons practical. For most students, even adults, theory and technical 
explanations are hard to understand and are easily forgotten. Simple, concrete 
demonstrations for Introduction to Teaching Pronunciation 9 lowed by lots of 
practice produce better results. Lessons need to fit our students’ level of 
understanding.  
- include communicative practice whenever possible. Students need to work 
toward using their new pronunciation in real speech. During class, we can help them 
practice in activities that are similar to real communication.  
- training with students to become independent and autonomous learners. Our 
students won’t be with us forever. Someday they’ll be facing pronunciation puzzles 
on their own. If we can help them build up their own skills in listening, imitating, and 
monitoring their own pronunciation, it will be a big help to them in their future 
learning. 
No matter how what level your students are, no matter how advanced or fluent 
they are, if their pronunciation of certain key sounds is incorrect, they will not be 
understood or, even worse, they’ll be misunderstood by other speakers of English. In 
such a case, the purpose of learning English to effectively communicate with other 
people around the world is not fulfilled. This can be extremely demotivating for 
learners of a language and it can also cause students to hesitate to speak. So you can 
help overcome hesitation of your students.  
In conclusion, teaching pronunciation for the second language students is always 
kept in dark. Recently, pronunciation teaching has gained momentum by making 
some changes in the approaches and techniques of teaching methods. ESL teachers 
must concentrate on the need of the learner and diagnose the level of communicative 
competence of the learner. This helps them to structure the syllabus and methods to 
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be followed to enhance English pronunciation. The main purpose of the research is to 
analyse the factors affecting English as a second language pronunciation of our 
students and suggesting some teaching methods and techniques to rectify the problem 
and improve pronunciation skill in speaking English. This paper has attempted the 
need of the hour and the purpose is justified. It can be concluded that with the 
necessary implementation on teaching English pronunciation, students can obtain the 
utmost power of communication. 
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